Solon, fragments 5, 6, 7

MU® pev yap Edmra t0cov yépag 66c0oV ATaPKETL,
TIufg oVt dpeddv oUT’ EmopeEapevoc:

018’ elyov SHvauty Koi xpHuacty oy yntot,
Kol Toig ppachuny undev dekeg Eyetv:

£€otnVv 0’ AUEIPOADV KPATEPOV GAKOG AUPOTEPOLCTL,

vikdv 8’ ovK €106’ 0VOETEPOVG AOTKMG.

VOCABULARY

ayntog, -1, -6v: outstanding, pre-eminent, notable
adikme: unjustly

aewng, -é¢: shameful, unbecoming

apepdrio: throw x (acc.) around / over y (dat.)
apeodTepog, -a, -ov: each / both of two

anapkém: suffice, be sufficient

apapém (aor. pt. dpeldv): take away

Yépog, -00G / -0¢, T0: gift

€4 (aor. elaca): allow x (acc.) to (+ inf.)

énopéym: hold out; offer

gomv: aor.* (intrans.) of iotnu (i.e. ‘I stood”)

KpoTEPOG, -G, -Ov: strong, mighty

60K0G, -€0¢, T0: shield

opalopoar: give thought to, consider; devise, contrive

xpTiLa, -atog, To: thing; pl. ‘goods and chattels’,
property

COMMENTARY

TEXT: West (1972) lambi et Elegi Graeci, vol.
11.124-5.

METRE: elegiacs

1. 1600V vépag 6ocov: lit. ‘such a great gift, how
great...’ (i.e., ‘a gift as great as...”).

2. Tyijg: partitive genitive to be understood with both
the participles dpelav and émopeEapevog (i.e.,
‘neither taking away from... nor offering any...’).

3. 01 &’ elyov: relative clause (i.e., ‘Those who...”).

xpPAuacty foav dyntoi: dative of means (i.e., ‘... were
pre-eminent by means of / because of their
property’).

4. kol Toig: in poetry, the definite article is frequently
used as a third-person pronoun (i.e., ‘to them...”).

&yewv: the infinitive in poetry may express purpose
(i.e., ‘I saw to it that they should have...”).

6. ovk gloc’ 00deTépovG: note that the double
negative is reinforcing, as is normal in ancient
Greek.

elac’ (elision) < glaca.



8finog 8 @8’ av EpioTa GOV fyepdvessty Emotto,

pnte Alav avedeic pnte Praldpevog:

tikteL yap kO6pog Py, dtav moAvg dAPog EmnTon

avOpmmoloty 6c01g pry voog EpTiog 1.

Epypacty év HeYAAoLg moV AOETV YOAETOV.
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VOCABULARY

avoave (aor. inf. adelv): please, be pleasing to (+
dat.)

avinu (aor. pass. pt. avebeic): give free rein

Gpti0G -0, -ov: suitable, well-fitting

Bualw: force, constrain

g€mopat: follow; attend on, go along with (+ dat.)

£pypa, -atog, 16: thing; affair; matter

Nyeumv, -6vog, 6: leader, commander

KOPOG, -0V, O: eXcess

AMav: too much, overly

voog (lon.) = voig, 6: mind

6APog, -ov, 0: wealth

tiktm: give birth to

UPp1g, -emg, N: arrogance; violence
YOAETOG, -1, -6v: hard, difficult
®d¢:in this way; thus

COMMENTARY

7. dprota: adverbial (i.e., ‘In this way, the people
would best follow...”). The explanation of how the
people would best follow is in v. 8.

8. unte... pnte: ‘neither... nor...’

10. 8c01c... 1): indefinite relative clause; the
antecedent is avBpodmoicwy and the dative is of

LT

possession: /it., *...how many to whom there is...’
(i.e., ©...of the kind who have...”).

11. The verb ‘to be’ must be supplied: i.e., yorenov
£€0TV AdElV mac <AvOp®OTOIG™> v PeydAolg
EpypLoov.



